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P.C. RICHARD & SON Rick Higgins, founder of the Higgins Group, a residential realty firm in Fairfield County, said he believes the energy Nissan SentraGX... (Cars)
efficiency of a house will determine how it's sold in the future. Click for Details
"In the past, people have always asked, 'What are the taxes?' " Higgins said. "l think we're going to come into a time when Jeep Gr. Cherok... (Cars)
people are going to ask, 'What are the taxes and what are the heating costs?' " Click for Details
To prepare for that day, he's having Westport-based Gault Inc., a heating, ventilation and air-conditioning company, perform Pontiac Trans A... (Cars)
energy audits on the homes of Higgins Group employees to learn what buyers and sellers should be looking for to improve Click for Detai'l's'
energy efficiency.
A test run of the audits was performed at Higgins' mother's house in Fairfield. N'sa?:ksfg:g:t:i'l's' (Cars)
sEcues B Sty Gault's auditor found that the exhaust pipe for the home's furnace had rusted off and was not properly venting carbon ALL LisTinGe
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monoxide and the dryer vent had been disconnected as well.
"It's very good they found it," Higgins said.

The problems will be corrected, and Higgins said he hopes to use the lessons learned to educate more than 300 Higgins
Group real estate agents about energy efficiency. The Fairfield-based firm has 13 offices and is opening its 14th in Trumbull
this year.

"Energy efficiency has to be our future, and if we can lead the world in energy efficiency it could be a good boost for our
economy," he said.

For Sam Gault, president of Gault, the relationship made sense.
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The partnership with the Higgins Group, in which Gault
provides a series of free energy audits and educational
seminars for the agents, is part of that strategy, Gault
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Gault, whose firm charges $89.95 to audit a 2,500-square-
foot house, said his company usually finds the biggest
energy issues involve a lack of attic and wall insulation.
He said after addressing this issue people also can invest

&Aoo 430 State Street 350 Fairfield Avenue in more efficient heating and air conditioners to save
money.
VIEW MORE >

A good system can take 30 percent off of a bill, he said.
But the initial investment will run more than $6,000 for a new heating system, Gault said.

-- For information on the two companies, visit www.higginsgroup.com or www.gaultinc.com. You also can reach Gault Inc. at
227-5181.
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