In searching the publicly accessible web, we found a webpage of interest and provide a snapshot of it
below. Please be advised that this page, and any images or links in it, may have changed since we created
this snapshot. For your convenience, we provide a hyperlink to the current webpage as part of our service.

Higgins, Gault see greener future - The Advocate Page 1 of 2

Select Your State

Obama Asks Moms to

3 AL v
: Return to School | —
L Get Your Degree Using Government Now
Grants and Scholarships
Weather: 22 NORWALK, CT | Now: 66°F | High: 74°F | Low: 60°F | 5-Day Forecast
| Lsearcn)
[0 This Site C Web Search powered byYAHOO!SEARCH

Jobs Classifieds

=

Home News Sports Business Opinions Entertainment Living & Health Services Stamford Advocate Homes Autos

0 pookrARK o 90 87 Most Viewed Most E-Mailed

& Print = Email HEIE:! Font Resize

(From the last 12 hours)

. . 1. Students arrested in Stamford High School prank

Higgins, Gault see greener future 2
By Rob Varnon
STAFF WRITER 3.
Posted: 06/02/2009 09:42:02 PM EDT

Updated: 06/04/2009 11:42:26 AM EDT 4

Greenwich mom charged with leaving tot in car
Stamford nursery school closes after 50 years

Police dominate list of Stamford's highest paid
employees

Police blotter

o

Rick Higgins, founder of the Higgins Group, a residential realty firm in Fairfield County, said he believes the energy
efficiency of a house will determine how it's sold in the future.

"In the past, people have always asked, 'What are the taxes?' " Higgins said. "I think we're going to come into a time when More News Articles
people are going to ask, 'What are the taxes and what are the heating costs?' "

To prepare for that day, he's having Westport-based Gault Inc., a heating, ventilation and air-conditioning company, .
perform energy audits on the homes of Higgins Group employees to learn what buyers and sellers should be looking for to
improve energy efficiency.
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A test run of the audits was performed at Higgins' mother's house in Fairfield.

Gault's auditor found that the exhaust pipe for the home's furnace had rusted off and was not properly venting carbon
monoxide and the dryer vent had been disconnected as well.

"It's very good they found it," Higgins said.

The problems will be corrected, and Higgins said he hopes to use the lessons learned to educate more than 300 Higgins
Group real estate agents about energy efficiency. The Fairfield-based firm has 13 offices and is opening its 14th in
Trumbull this year.
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"Energy efficiency has to be our future, and if we can lead the world in energy efficiency it could be a good boost for our
economy," he said.

For Sam Gault, president of Gault, the relationship made sense.
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In 2008, Gault sponsored a Polar Bear Empathy Day as computer.
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an oil-heat dealer to a conservation company. He said
he owes it to his children and future generations to make
sure resources are used wisely.

The partnership with the Higgins Group, in which Gault
provides a series of free energy audits and educational
seminars for the agents, is part of that strategy, Gault
said.

Gault, whose firm charges $89.95 to audit a 2,500-
square-foot house, said his company usually finds the
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biggest energy issues involve a lack of attic and wall

In A Month By Obeying This 1 Old insulation. He said after addressing this issue people
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A good system can take 30 percent off of a bill, he said.
But the initial investment will run more than $6,000 for a
new heating system, Gault said.

-- For information on the two companies, visit www.higginsgroup.com or www.gaultinc.com. You also can reach Gault Inc.
at 227-5181.
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