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Opportunity for green teens

Westport-based energy
company Gault Inc., and
the non-profit organiza-
tion Polar Bears Interna-
tional (PPBl), announced
the 2009 launch of its two
Fairfield County green
teen competitions: Lead-
ership Camp and Project
Bolar Bear.

Leadership Camp is
an essay competition in
which one Fairfield Coun-
ty high school rising ju-
nior is given the opportu-
nity to travel to Churchill,
Manitoba, Canada, to
explore the polar bear’s
subarctic habitat along-
side some of the world’s
leading scientists, educa-
tors and wildlife photog-
raphers.

The winning student
joins more than 30 stu-
dents from around the
world at Polar Bears In-
ternational’s Leadership
Cainp in October 2009, and
returns liome as Fairfield
County’s arctic ambas-
sador, with a mission to
educate area school chil-
dren about the plight of
the polar bear, and what
they and their families
can do to help. Students
may enter the competi-
tion at www.gault-pbi.
com. The deadline for en-
tries is Monday, June 15,
at 4:30 p.m.

Project Polar Bear is a
national competition that
encourages small groups
of teens ages 14-18, and an
adult adviser, to create lo-
cal projects that will help
reduce the carbon dioxide
load in their community’s
atmosphere.

Four finalist teams,
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selected from a pool of
national contestants,
will be flown to the San
Diego Zoo in spring 2010
for an awards ceremony.
The team judged “Best
Overall” will travel to
Churchill, Manitoba,
Canada, in October 2010
to study the great ice
bears in their native habi-
tat. Fairfield County teens
must register their Proj-
ect Polar Bear teams and
projects between June 1
and July 31, at www.gault-
pbi.com.

According to Sam
Gault, president of Gault
Inc., teenagers have the
ability to inspire real
change in their own
communities, especially
when it comes to educat-
ing younger children and
their families about the
effects of global warming
on the health of neighbor-
hoods, the planet and the
polar bear’s habitat.

“In 2008, we had the
opportunity to reach out
to Fairfield County teens
for the first time and were
truly impressed with the
level of interest, quality
of applicants and their
commitment to green
issues. We are eager to
build on the success of
last year’s programs and
anticipate generating a
great many more entries
among teenagers who, as
we all know, are masters
at spreading the word for
a good cause,” Gault said.
He added that each year,
for the next 10 years, the
Gault-PBI Alliance will
grow its stable of Fair-
field County teen follow-

ers by welcoming a new
arctic ambassador to
its Polar Bear Empathy
Team, as well as honor-
ing many groups of teens
who found innovative
ways to help reduce the
CO02 load in their commu-
nities.

“We are pleased to be
spearheading these PBI
competitions for the sec-
ond consecutive year.
It’s so exciting to see our
teenagers contribute
their ideas and energy to
a cause that impacts the
entire planet,” Gault said.

About PBI

Polar Bears Interna-
tional is a nonprofit or-
ganization devoted to
worldwide conservation
through education. Head-
quartered in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada, Polar
Bears International (PBI)
is an organization whose
work is field-based in the
icy North where polar
bears roam. PBI believes
that scientific research,
educating the public and
conservation  activities
are the keys to saving the
polar bear and its arctic
habitat. :

For more than a de-
cade now, PBI's Web site,
www.polarbearsinterna-
tional.org, has served as
“Polar Bear Central” for
all individuals and orga-
nizations with an interest
in polar bears and their
environment.
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